Pharmacoeconomic issues of sedation, analgesia, and neuromuscular blockade in critical care.
Neuromuscular blocking agents (NMBAs) are commonly prescribed as adjunct therapy for many critically ill patients. Controversy exists regarding the appropriate long-term use of these agents, particularly since there are severe potential clinical consequences. The expanded use of NMBAs has had a significant effect on the cost of ICU care. One should determine whether or not NMBAs are being used as adjunct therapy, or as a replacement for optimal sedation and/or analgesia. This article reviews some of the indicative economic issues surrounding the use of sedatives, analgesics, and NMBAs in the critical care arena. Understanding the pharmacokinetic and pharmacodynamic differences of these agents can aid in drug selection and route of administration. Appropriate drug selection can influence the pharmacoeconomics of these agents in the ICU.